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telegram to the German Government agreeing to the
terms of peace.1 He was exhausted, physically worn-out
with the titanic struggle of the day. Yet he knew that in
the weeks to come there would be no slackening of the
fight, no moment of rest. He had already taken the battle
a stage further. In the issue of Pravda, which was now
upon the streets, Petrograd would find those famous
Twenty-one Theses on Peace which he had read to his
colleagues in January. Now was the psychological moment
to make them public, now when, all Russia would be seeking
the answer to the question, " Why have they signed ? "a

Lenin went out to his sleigh. He looked up ; it was still
dark and very cold, but here and there in the East there
were streaks of light in the sky.

It is a significant illustration of the degree of sub-
servience to which the Supreme Command had reduced the
German Government, that the terms of peace to be forced
upon Russia were not officially made known to the Reich-
stag until after they had been communicated to, and
accepted by, the Soviet Government. In Kuhlmann's
absence at the negotiations with Rumania at Bucharest,
all opposition to Ludendorff had apparently collapsed, and
the Wilhelmstrasse had become the willing handmaiden
of Kreuznach. " It must be admitted that the Foreign
Office and G.H.Q. have worked well together ", is Hoff-
mann's satisfied comment.

The Russian acceptance of the German peace terms was
received in Berlin at half-past seven on the morning of
February 24,8 but it was not until two days later that
Kuhlmann's Under-Secretary of State, Freiherr von dem
Bussche, announced the fact to the Reichstag and read

1  Pravda, February 26,1918; Proceedings, p. 178.

2  Pravda, February 24,1918.                    3 Proceedings, p. 178.